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The Jesus of Revelation

If you want to write a book that will take off with the Christian community, just take the Bible book of Revelation and start interpreting.  It’s been done before, and it will be done again.  
I did a Google search on end of time books.  I came up with 134 million hits.  Obviously I did not have time to read them all.  I did take a peek at a few.  
I have read interpretations of Revelation that had cobra helicopters, soldiers with flame throwers.  Global warming, societal upheaval, increasing power grabs from governments around the world, the impending new world order (whatever that is), famine, overpopulation, and now the Gulf oil spill all are used to declare the end of the world is near.  

At times in the past as I have read Revelation, and the interpretations that some have given that book, I have become more and more skeptical about any interpretation that is given to this book.  I have even been uncomfortable with many interpretations that I have read from the Adventist presses.  
Now let me assure you, I do not claim to have the last word on this book.  I don’t claim new light, so I don’t have to add several pages of quotes from EGW to back up my thoughts.  

Because as captivating as all of the speculation, time setting, and event predicting is, I believe that Revelation has a better and more hopeful focus that we have often given lip service to, but rarely followed through consistently.  
The key that most people miss in Revelation is in the first 5 words of the book.  I invite you to open your Bibles to the book of Revelation.  The last book of the Bible.  

We read there:

The Revelation of the end time events.?

The Revelation of terrible financial collapse…?

The Revelation of awful things to happen…?

NO, The first five words are (say it with me…) The Revelation of Jesus Christ….

I beg you to be true to that declaration, and I ask you to hold me to it as we progress with these studies.

As we go along, we are going to see that Daniel and Revelation both deal with the events of the world.  But they are always presented in the light of a Savior who will eventually conquer evil, and set up a perfect, holy, kingdom which will last through eternity.  

In verse 4 of Chapter 1 we read:

4  John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace (never peace and grace)  from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne,

5  and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood,

6  and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

First, we have a salutation from God the Father.  The I AM.  

Secondly we have a salutation from the Holy Spirit, seen here in his multiple manifestations.  The 7 spirits of God are mentioned in Rev 3:1. There are 7 torches of fire before the throne in Chapter 4.  There are 7 eyes sent forth into all the earth. (Rev 5:6)  In the Greek translation of Isaiah 11, 7 designations of the Spirit of the Lord are mentioned:  The spirit of wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, knowledge and godliness, and the fear of the Lord.  

In Zachariah 4, the prophet sees seven lamps that were the eyes of the Lord.  Keeping in mind that the number 7 refers to divine fullness and perfection, we see that the passage here is referring to the Spirit and all of his activities on behalf of mankind.  
Third we have reference to Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Grace to you and peace….who is to come.  Now if you are familiar with the Old Testament, this should remind you of something.

Moses is in the hot, dry, dusty wilderness around Sinai.  He has fled from Egypt to escape being punished in Egypt.  He is now a shepherd tending his father-in-law’s sheep.  

One day his attention is attracted by a bush on fire.  As he idly watches, he notices something strange.  The bush is burning but it is not burning up.  He approaches the bush, and from within comes the voice of God.  First he is told to take off his shoes because he is on holy ground.  Then he is given the mission of going back to Egypt to deliver the Israelites from the bondage of slavery.   
Moses is listens to God, but his curiosity gets the best of him, and he asks, “What is the name of the God of our fathers?”

Let’s look at verse 14

Exodus 3:14 And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'" 

Revelation 1 identifies more than Jesus Christ.   The phrase “from Him who is and who was and who is to come,” is a phrase that refers to the Godhead, and in this instance particularly God the Father, as we have just seen. As we read that we can see that that phrase is the same as saying “I AM THAT I AM.”

Beyond that, two other persons are identified in the salutation.  We have seen that the first is the I AM.  Secondly is the seven spirits or Holy Spirit, and third is Jesus Christ, resurrected from the dead.

Verse 5 continues by saying that Jesus is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth.  

Revelation affirms over and over that the real ruler of this world is Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, the Lion of the tribe of Judah.  
But the real importance of Jesus is not primarily his rulership of the world.  The real importance of Jesus is found in the remainder of verse 5 and verse 6.  He loves us, (present ongoing action)  he washed us (past tense an action completed in the past) from our sins with His own blood, and has (past tense, ideally or potentially accomplished in the past) made us kings and priests.  

Verse 7 takes this the next step.  If we were just washed, and elevated in position, that would be good enough, but he is coming again.

Now Jesus speaks.  I am the alpha and omega.  The beginning and the end, who is and was and is to come, the Almighty.  As we put this together with verse 4, we find that Jesus shares a title with God the father.  The “I am.”  Right here in the beginning of the Book of Revelation we have the assurance that the entire Godhead is working for the salvation of God’s people.  The Alpha and Omega, has the same mission as the I AM, who has the same mission as the 7 manifestations of the Holy Spirit, and so united are they that the lamb that was slain has the marks of the Holy Spirit.

This is so important that it is repeated in verse 11. (read)
Now John’s attention is turned from a voice to a vision.  
12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands,

13  and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band.

14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire;

15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters;

16  He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength.

This is a glorious picture of Jesus.  As John looked at the picture, the first thing that he noticed was seven golden lampstands.  To those who are familiar with the Old Testament when we hear a reference to the 7 golden lampstands, our minds are immediately drawn to the Sanctuary in the wilderness.  

However, the message that the picture gives us is that Jesus is in a Heavenly Sanctuary, not an earthly one.  And what a glorious being he is.  John, who was the beloved disciple, could not stand to face the glory directly, and fell down at Jesus feet.

Interestingly, we have virtually the same description of Jesus in Daniel 10, where Daniel sees the man clothed in linen, wearing a golden girdle, eyes like fire, and a voice that had the sound of many waters.  Daniel also fell down at Jesus feet when he saw the vision.  
After John is lifted up by Jesus, Jesus begins to give special messages to the 7 churches of Asia Minor.  He has a special message for each one.  To most, he gives a commendation, a condemnation, and some promises.  Also to each he describes himself in a way that is important to their spiritual condition.  In each instance, Jesus deals with the issues of the church in relation to how the churches are responding to Him.

Since we are giving just a brief overview, we shall move on to the 4th and 5th chapters of Revelation.  

In vision, John is ushered into heaven, and immediately sees the throne of God.  There are all the creatures and beasts worshipping God who sits on the throne.  But something is missing.  There is a scroll with 7 seals in the hand of the one on the throne, but no one was worthy to open it.  

Even without being able to see what is inside, John instinctively knows that what the scroll contains is of critical importance to the inhabitants of this world, and his tears began to flow because no one was worthy to open the scroll with the 7 seals.  

In the midst of his sorrow, one of the holy beings around the throne comforts him. Look at what Revelation 5 has to tell us:

v5  But one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals." 
There was one who was worthy to open the scroll.  The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the one from whom King David descended and who descended through King David is worthy.  These kingly attributes refer to Jesus Christ who is the King of Kings.  


Then John turns to look, and the Lion is a Lamb.  A Lamb dying and living.  A Lamb with 7 eyes and 7 horns, which represent the Holy Spirit who moves throughout the world teaching of the Lamb of God.


And this being, Jesus Christ, is the only one that is worthy.  


We see in Revelation 5:9-13, all of heaven is singing a song of worship directed to the Lamb of God who was slain and now sits on the throne.  


Chapter 6 continues with the Lamb opening the seals on the scroll one at a time, and ends with a proclamation that the wrath of the Lamb is about to be poured out on a sinful world.


In Chapter 7, those who are servants of God and of the Lamb are sealed. At the last of the chapter it describes in more detail those who follow the Lamb, and what God has in store for them.


In Chapters 8-9 we are shown what happens to those who reject the Lamb.


In Chapter 10, a message about the Lamb is given, and is both sweet and bitter.

In Chapter 11, the witnesses that are sent to speak of God and the lamb are destroyed by the world, but they rise again and give a stronger witness.


In Chapter 12, there is war against the Lamb and his children.  It goes back and forth, and the enemy is fierce and determined to destroy the offspring of God.


In Chapter 13 a counterfeit lamb and his henchmen are seen.  They deceive, coerce, and force people to reject the Lamb of God.


In Chapter 14, those who do not follow the counterfeit lamb are described.  Not only do they worship the Lamb, they uphold the true Lamb of God against the deceptions and evil of the imposter.


In Chapter 15, the reward of those who follow the Lamb is shown in all of it’s glory.


In Chapter 16, 17 and 18, the judgments of the people and powers that oppose the Lamb is given in painful detail.


Chapter 19 describes the glorious appearing of the Lamb with the angels of heaven and the armies of the righteous to bring an end to the reign of evil on planet earth.

Chapter 20 introduces us to the judgment of the wicked, the binding of the enemy of the Lamb, the ultimate end of sin.

The rest of the books intrigues us with the glories of all things new, and the beginning of living with the lamb throughout eternity. 
 As we look for Jesus in Revelation, we can see Jesus in another way.
In Revelation 1, Jesus is introduced to us as the great High Priest.

In Revelation 4-5 Jesus is introduced to us as the Sacrifice, the Lamb of God.

As Jesus goes to war for his people he is introduced as Michael, the leader of the armies of heaven.

When we look at this we see that first, Jesus is our High Priest.  The one who represents us to God and God to us.  He is the one who administers the blood of the covenant to his people.  The blood of the covenant, the Bible tells us, forgives our sins, and washes clean from our sins.  The blood gives forgiveness and victory.  

Then Jesus as Sacrifice.  It is the sacrifice that sheds the blood that cleanses us.  The High Priest is also the Sacrifice for our sins.  The Lamb that is continually dying so that every sin, every misdeed that is confessed is continually forgiven.

Then Jesus as the General of the armies of Heaven.  God wants to take his children out of this evil world as soon as possible.  When it is time, he will enter time and destroy the enemy of God’s people.  He will do to them as they have done to others.  Then He will take them home in preparation for a new heavens and a new earth where there is only righteousness.
A world where real people will be doing real things, and worshiping God with their heart, soul, mind, and body.  

Let’s wrap this up with a quick review of the purpose of Revelation.
First, Revelation was written to reveal Christ to the 7 churches in what we call Turkey today.

It was a call to them to remain faithful to or return to the faith that they once had.

Second, Revelation reveals how the Lamb of God will bring an end to sin.

Third, Revelation encourages people in times of difficulty by pointing them to the end of the book, so to speak.  No matter what trials we have here, no matter what troubles or grief we experience, the Lamb of God himself has already written the end of the book.  Things will change.  Sin will end.  Peace will prevail.  

Forth, Revelation is not so much about sharing the events that lead to the end of the world as it is about sharing with us the being who holds the future in his hand.  It is not about satisfying a person’s curiosity about the events of the future.  It is about Jesus and his ultimate victory.  This will be real hope and change.  Backed up by an eternally good, merciful, and faithful being who has given himself totally for humanity.  

Fifth, by his faithful witnessing in his life on earth, by his resurrection, by his reign in heaven now, Revelation tells us that Jesus Christ is everything that God’s people need, particularly as earth’s history is drawing to a close.
We face fearful times.  But we are not the first in history to do so.  It could be that this generation is the last, though.  But in Christ, we have the assurance that we can make it through.  

Just a few words.  In the little book Last Day Events, we have this counsel.  

Many will look away from present duties, present comfort and blessings, and be borrowing trouble in regard to the future crisis. This will be making a time of trouble beforehand, and we will receive no grace for any such anticipated troubles.--3SM 383, 384 (1884).  {LDE 17.3}

There is a time of trouble coming to the people of God, but we are not to keep that constantly before the people and rein them up to have a time of trouble beforehand. There is to be a shaking among God's people, but this is not the present truth to carry to the churches.--1SM 180 (1890).  {LDE 17.4}

The message of Revelation is not given to satisfy someone’s obsessive curiosity about the future, but to stimulate God’s people to right living today, to give them hope, and provide them with assurance about God’s care for them through the crisis.   

Hebrews 13:8 says:

8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

Repeat that with me. 

The Jesus of Revelation who called to the 7 churches to repent and be faithful calls for us today to repent and be faithful.
The Jesus of Revelation who promised a kingdom to the faithful in Revelation, promises that same kingdom to his followers today.

The Jesus of Revelation who made promises to the overcomers, holds out those same promises to us today.  

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

 “I will never leave you or forsake you.”  

Jesus said that.

Revelation assures us of that.

Right now, do you accept that assurance?  Do you want that relationship with him?
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