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Living the Vision

We began last time with a general overview of the book of Revelation.  Today, I want to focus in more detail to the first chapter.  
I want to begin with verse 10 and go through the rest of the chapter.  

Revelation 1:10  I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,

As Adventists, we recognize that the Lord’s day is the Sabbath.  

Exodus 20:10 tells us that the Sabbath is the Sabbath of the Lord.  

Matthew 12:8 and Mark 2:28 say that the Son of man is Lord even of the Sabbath day.

That should make that clear enough.  John, no doubt worshiping the Lord on Sabbath, is given an experience that few mortals will ever experience.  He is ushered in the presence of God, announced by a loud voice like a trumpet.  

The voice is none other than Jesus Christ, the Alpha and Omega, the great I AM.  And John is given the assignment of recording the wondrous things that he sees and hears in a book to send to the 7 churches in Asia, or as we would define it today, Turkey.  We will not elaborate on them today.  
John turns towards the voice, and first notices 7 golden candlesticks.  There was nothing else, other than the Ark of the Covenant, which described the sanctuary in such a recognizable way.  The seven golden candlesticks were familiar to the entire then known world, as they had been made a centerpiece in the loot that was taken from the temple after the destruction of Jerusalem.  In fact, anyone who ventured near the Arch of Titus could see a likeness of the seven golden candlesticks carved in its surface.  And still can today.  Very likely, John had seen the arch himself.
Also, in Jewish tradition, the lamp stand represented Israel’s obedience to God

So when John sees the candlesticks, he immediately understands that he is seeing a picture of the temple, not on earth, for that was destroyed, but in Heaven.  And in this temple setting, he sees One like the Son of man.  
Just a quick comparison with Daniel 10

Daniel


Revelation

A certain man
One like the son of man

Clothed in linen
A robe reaching to feet

Belt of Gold

Golden girdle

Eyes like torches
Eyes like flame


Feet like bronze
Feet like bronze

Voice like 

Voice like waters

Multitude



Fell to ground
Fell as dead

Hand touches
Hand laid on John 
Fear not

Fear not
First, “One like the Son of Man” is a descriptive phrase that Jesus used over and over for himself.  Therefore this being must be the one who is revealed in the Revelation of Jesus Christ.  Interestingly enough, this title is used in the other 3 gospels, but never in the gospel of John, but I am sure that John was familiar with the term as he used it in Revelation.

Then we see Jesus clothed in a robe down to the feet.  The word used here is the same word used in the Greek Old Testament for the garments that the priests used when ministering in the sanctuary.  With the context of the candlesticks, it is not a great leap to see Jesus in a priestly ministry in this picture.  
However, the king in official capacity often dressed in the same way.  It is likely that the Jesus that Daniel sees is Jesus in his kingly role.  This is suggested by verse 13 which speaks of the struggles between the ruling powers of the world going on at the time of this vision.  Furthermore there are those who see the heavenly person in Ezekiel 9:2-3, 9 as Jesus in his ministry as Judge.  

So Jesus is presented here in Chapter 1 as the priest, but as we go on through Revelation, we will find him revealed not only as priest, but as king, and also as the Judge who will judge righteously.  
The white hair shows us his likeness to the Ancient of Days in Daniel 7:9, showing us that the resurrected Jesus has the same characteristics as God the Father.

The eyes as a flame of fire remind us that the dying lamb full of eyes knows not only who we are but what we are.  He recognizes our character, and divines our motives.  He sees the true desires of the heart.
The feet of bronze. Isaiah 52: 7  How beautiful upon the mountains Are the feet of him who brings good news, Who proclaims peace, Who brings glad tidings of good things, Who proclaims salvation, Who says to Zion, "Your God reigns!" 

What better news than to share the fullness of the glorious Savior to the world?

Voice as the sound of many waters.  Have you ever stood beside a large waterfall?  It is an all encompassing experience.  It is not just the sound of the waters, which can drown out all else.  It is the physical feeling of the power of what is happening around you.  It is the drenching of the mist that rises from the falls.  Christ in his fullness seeks to drown out all other experiences we have and bring us into total focus on Him, and Him alone.  There is no other name given among men…  NONE.

In the right hand 7 stars:  Daniel 12 refers to God’s faithful people as stars.  In Malachi 2:7 3:1 and Matthew 3:1 the priests and messengers of God’s people are referred to as angels.  The right hand is the hand of favor.  And Jesus holds the representatives and the leaders of his churches protectively in his right hand to show his favor, and protection.  This also indicates that the true leaders and representatives of God’s church identify with Jesus.

The two edged sword is a symbol that is repeated 4 times in Revelation and is found in the Old and New Testaments.  Looking back at the stars or messengers in his right hand for a moment we find a similar picture.
Isaiah 49: 2  And He has made My mouth like a sharp sword; In the shadow of His hand He has hidden Me, And made Me a polished shaft; In His quiver He has hidden Me."  

This passage gives us insight into Revelation 1:16.  Isaiah says that he, a messenger of God, has been hidden in the shadow of God’s hand. Furthermore he says that God has made the mouth of his servant like a sharp sword.  To understand this better let’s look at a couple of more passages.
First Psalm 149: 5  Let the saints be joyful in glory; Let them sing aloud on their beds.

6  Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, And a two-edged sword in their hand,

7  To execute vengeance on the nations, And punishments on the peoples;

8  To bind their kings with chains, And their nobles with fetters of iron;

9  To execute on them the written judgment; This honor have all His saints. Praise the LORD!

This is not speaking of God’s people taking physical vengeance upon the world, but rather how the preaching of the Word, the Sword of the Spirit brings upon the judgment of the world.

Hebrews 4:12 makes this clearer where Paul speaks of the Sword of the Spirit is living and active and sharper than any 2-edged sword.  Combined with Ephesians 6:17 where we read “the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God…” we see that the message of the picture is that the Word proceeding from the mouth of God is the sharp sword that surgically removes sin from our lives, and brings judgment to the wicked and lost.  Revelation 19 affirms this when we see quite plainly that Jesus’ name is “Word of God.”

Verse 16 goes on to describe the overwhelming glory of the visage of God.  Beholding that Glory was more painful than looking at the sunshine at noonday.  
The response of John, like the response of Ezekiel, and Daniel, was to fall on his face in faintness from beholding the Glory of Jesus.  
And let me assure you brothers and sisters, when you begin to appreciate the holiness of God and his power and majesty, it will bring you to a feeling of humility and worthlessness.  When the best of us comprehends the fullness of Jehovah God, we will see ourselves as filthy and wanting.
With John our Lord’s response was the same that he has for us when we finally recognize the glory of God and respond.  He reached down, and with his right hand, the hand of favor, and lovingly places it on John the Beloved disciple, and says, “Stop being afraid.”

I have shared with you before that Jesus said “do not be afraid,” or some form of that phrase more than he said “do not sin.”  What is it that really causes us to stray more than anything?  It is fear.  Eve took the fruit in the garden for fear of missing out on something great.  Adam took the fruit from Eve for fear of losing his beloved mate.  How many times has fear cornered you in places where you did not want to be?  Fear of ridicule, fear of some kind of loss, fear of physical harm, or one of any number of fears?  

Jesus invites, no directs John to let go of his fears.  Then Jesus tells him why.

Revelation 1:17  And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, "Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last.

18  "I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.

John is given several reasons why he need not fear.  The first reason was that Jesus was the first and the last.  If he is first and last, and the “I AM,” then he is first, last, and everything in-between. Amen?  Do you understand what I just said.  If Jesus is First, and Last, and the “I AM,” He is everything.  
And that is exactly what he must be, will be to the faithful Christian. 

He told John:
18  "I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.

This takes it a step further.  If Jesus lives, and was dead, and how he is the eternally alive “I AM,” He is everything.  AMEN?  And if Jesus has lived and died and lives again, and has the keys to the grave and death, and we are in the favored right hand, and he is the “I AM” to us, what possibly do we have to be afraid of? 

Not even the second death, because Christ has control over that, and as you remain in his favored right hand, NOTHING, NOTHING, NOTHING can touch you.  

So Brothers and Sisters, stop being afraid.  

Why?  Because God has a mission for you!!  He had a mission for John.  

19  "Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this.

What is the action word in that sentence?  Write.  That is in the imperative form.  (YOU) write.  That is not a suggestion.  That is a command.  It is a commission.  It is a direction.  
John was directed.

Ezekiel saw a vision of the almighty.  The Glory of God overwhelmed him.  But the Spirit enters Ezekiel, and enables him to stand on his feet.  Then we read in 

Ezekiel 2: 6  "And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them nor be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns are with you and you dwell among scorpions; do not be afraid of their words or dismayed by their looks, though they are a rebellious house.

Do not be afraid.  Go speak on my behalf.  To a people who will not listen. But speak for me anyway.

Isaiah’s experience was one of cleansing.  He experienced a vision of God.  He experienced his worthlessness in the presence of a holy God.  But his lips were touched.  His sins purged.  He heard the call and responded to it.  And he was sent to carry a message to a dull people with heavy ears, and shut eyes.  He was commissioned, he was directed, and he was commanded.
And notice that with none of the three was there any assurance that the messages would be accepted.  Of the three, John is given the most hope of reaching the hard of heart.  

19  "Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this.

20  "The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.

Here, we have some explanation right away.  The seven stars in the hand of favor are the angels of the seven churches.  They are the ones who are called by Jesus to carry the messages, to call the churches back to him.  And the seven lampstands are the seven churches that the seven messengers minister to.  
What do we learn from this today?  What does Revelation 1 have to say to us 2000 years after John saw this vision?

First: It is still all about Jesus Christ.  He is still the first and last.  And he is still the “I AM.”  

Second, He is still King, Priest, and Sacrifice.
Third, He wants to be everything to us.

Fourth, as we remain in his hand of favor, he protects us, he guards us, and his glory through his word enlightens us.

Fifth, we are to stop fearing.  We are to live in the joy of his protection, knowing that nothing can affect our relationship with him. 

Sixth, we are called to serve him.  Some may be called to write, some may be called to preach, some may be called to serve in what may seem to be a menial capacity, but we are all called to service.
And seventh, when we are called God will show us the path to follow, just as he did with Isaiah, Ezekiel, and John.  

Can you live with that?  Or better yet, can you live without it?

It sounds like a good plan to me, how about you?

Let me go over those steps one more time.

First: It is still all about Jesus Christ.  He is still the first and last.  And he is still the “I AM.”
Second, He is still King, Priest, and Sacrifice.

Third, He wants to be everything to us.

Fourth, as we remain in his hand of favor, he protects us, he guards us, and his glory through his word enlightens us.

Fifth, we are to stop fearing.  We are to live in the joy of his protection, knowing that nothing can affect our relationship with him. 

Sixth, we are called to serve him.  Some may be called to write, some may be called to preach, some may be called to serve in what may seem to be a menial capacity, but we are all called to service.

And seventh, when we are called God will show us the path to follow, just as he did with Isaiah, Ezekiel, and John.  
If that is a message that you can live with, if that is a message that you want to live with you, I want you to bow your head just now and take a moment to talk to your Savior about it.

Prayer.
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